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The Sacramento River is 
arguably the most important 
and productive river in 
California. The watershed is a 
27,000-square mile basin that 
carries 31% of the state’s 
total surface water runoff, 
provides drinking water for 
residents of northern and 
southern California, supplies 
farmers with the lifeblood 
of the state’s agricultural 
industry, and provides vital 
habitat for hundreds of 
fish and wildlife species. It 
is also the home of more 
than 2 million Californians. 
From the mountains to the 
valley, from the small towns 
to the cities…it is the place 
where we live, work, and 
play. It is imperative that 
we protect this valuable 
resource for today’s 
needs as well as for future 
generations. Developing a 
Regional Monitoring Program 
(RMP) is one way to better 
understand watershed 
conditions and track changes 
over time to ensure that the 
health of the watershed is 
maintained.



Monitoring in the Sacramento  
River Watershed
The Sacramento River Watershed Program 

(SRWP) launched a monitoring program for the 

Sacramento River and its major tributaries in 

1998 to better understand water quality in the 

Sacramento River Watershed. This successful 

program provided valuable information to the 

public and government agencies until 2007 when 

grant funds for monitoring ceased. Currently, the 

Department of Water Resources (with significant 

financial support from the Surface Water Ambient 

Monitoring Program) monitors general water 

quality trends at many long-term stations. But 

the long-term vision remains to develop a self-

sustaining, stakeholder-based RMP.

In addition to SRWP, several agencies and other 

organizations also monitor water quality in the 

Sacramento River and its major tributaries: U.S. 

Geological Survey, Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board, California Department of 

Water Resources, California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, County and City of Sacramento, 

California Rice Commission, and Sacramento Valley 

Water Quality Coalition. While there are differences 

among hese monitoring efforts, there is also 

duplication. In this economic and political climate, 

now is the time to pool scarce resources and to 

share information.

Why an RMP for the Sacramento River Watershed?
Coordinated RMPs make sense. Stakeholders in three neighboring watersheds 

(San Joaquin River Watershed, San Francisco Bay, and the Delta) are also now 

in various stages of developing or implementing RMPs. The Sacramento River 

Watershed constitutes the majority of flows to the Bay-Delta – making it even 

more important to better understand water quality in this basin. Initiating an 

RMP would greatly help to improve our understanding and ability to evaluate 

status and trends over time. A coordinated RMP will allow us to assess current 

baseline conditions, determine if conditions are improving or declining, 

and identify areas to focus more resources. It will also improve overall cost 

effectiveness of monitoring efforts in the watershed and reduce duplication 

among existing monitoring programs.

For more information please contact Stephen McCord at sam@mccenv.com or 

Holly Jorgensen at holly@sacriver.org.
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 » Long term 
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Potential Benefits of an RMP

A Regional Monitoring Program for the Sacramento River Watershed

www.sacriver.org

Stakeholders 
of the Sacramento 
River Watershed 

Regional Monitoring 
Program

Wastewater Dischargers

environmental 
organizations

Water Agencies 
and Contractors

other Regional 
Monitoring 
Programs

federal Agencies

State Agencies

Reclamation 
Distrcts

Agricultural 
Water Quality 

Coalitions

Stormwater 
Dischargers

local Watershed 
Management  

Programs


